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Employment of Aurists in Connexion with Recruiting by
Lieutenant-Colonel R. C. Cottell, the author refers to the

large number of cases invalided from the army in consequence
of deafness. He points out that short service after an

expensive training owing to this cause is obviously a bad
investment for the State, and believes that more care must
be taken in testing the hearing of recruits, and that if

necessary more aural specialists should be employed. "If
the remedy," he says, "would even half this terrible loss,
time and money would be well spent." Captain J. Dorgan
gives an interesting personal experience of spinal analgesia
by stovaine and describes his feelings in the course of an
operation for radical cure of a right inguinal hernia.

THE RED CROSS SOCIETY.

At the annual general meeting of the council of the
Scottish branch of the British Red Cross Society held on
May 5th at the North British Railway station, Glasgow, it
was stated that the returns received from the honorary
secretaries of counties showed that there would appear to be
in all but 277 members and associates of the society belonging
to the Scottish branch, of whom 193 were members and 84
associates.
The President of the Suffolk branch of the Red Cross

Society, the Hon. Mrs. Stirling, gave an address at a meeting
of the executive committee which was held in the County
Hall, Ipswich, on May 3rd. She laid particular stress upon
the importance of field cooking classes, or what she might
term housekeeping classes, remarking that even those
ladies who were good cooks were neither accustomed to

catering for dozens of invalids and their nurses, nor to

cooking without the conveniences of a well-appointed house.
On May 3rd the Countess of Warwick presided at the Great

Eastern Hotel, Liverpool-street, London, E. C., over a meeting
convened for the purpose of forming an Essex branch of the
British Red Cross Society. Mr. G. H. Makins, C.B., gave
an address on the aims and objects of the movement.
A meetirg of the Swansea branch of the Red Cross Society

was held at the Guildhall, Swansea, on May 9th under the
presidency of the Mayor, when a central committee was
elected.

THE PARKES MEMORIAL PRIZE.

The subject for the next Parkes Memorial Prize will be as
follows :-The Causation and Prevention of Enteric Fever in

Military Service with special reference to one of the follow-
ing branches of the subject: (1) the role played by flies in
the dissemination of the disease ; (2) the importance of

carriers ; and (3) the predisposing influence of age and length
of service. This prize, consisting of 75 guineas and a bronze
medal, is open for competition among the medical officers of
the Royal Navy, Army, and Indian Services of executive
rank on full pay, with the exception of the professors and
assistant professors of the Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar, and
the Royal Army Medical College, London, during their term
of office.

Major 0. J. Currie, late Natal Field Artillery, has been
appointed to the command of B Company, Cape Medical
Corps. I

ROYAL EYE HOSPITAL, ST. GEORGE’S CIRCUS,
SOUTHWARK, S.E.-Lectures, demonstrations on clinical
cases, instruction in refraction work, and demonstrations on
pathological specimens in the museum are given throughout
the winter and summer sessions by the members of the staff
of this hospital. Post-graduates and medical students wish-
ing to become students at the hospital should communicate
with the honorary secretary.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.-The examinations
for medical and surgical degrees during the Easter Term,
1910, will be held during June. The First and Second
Examinations will commence on Monday, June 13th. The
Third Examination (Part 1) will commence on June 15th and
Part 2 on June 16th. The examination for the degree of
M. C. will commence on June 18th. The names of candidates
for the two latter examinations must be sent to the

Registrary on or before Saturday, May 21st. Candidates
who are members of the Senate may send their names to the

Registrary direct. All other names must be sent through
the prelectors of the respective colleges.

Correspondence.

EPSOM COLLEGE.

" Audi alteram partem,"

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Your sympathetic article on Epsom College in last
Saturday’s issue, which I read with much pleasure, prompts
me to write a few lines of kindly criticism and suggestion to
the authorities of that great institution. I venture to think
that the council might easily enlist the active sympathy of
the medical profession in much greater degree than at

present by giving those members of it who are, or might
become, subscribers to the College opportunities of taking a
personal interest in the institution.
My experience is probably not unusual, and I mention it,

not in a spirit of cavil, but merely to indicate the lines on
which a change might be made with advantage to the

College. I have taken an interest in Epsom College for a
long time ; I have been a subscriber for many years ; I have
induced others to become subscribers ; I have been the means
of sending boys to the school, partly by advice, partly by
helping to pay fees. With the exception of an annual visit
from the collector and the reception of voting papers once a
year, no indication of the existence of the College reaches
me. No annual report, no notice of public functions at the
College, has found its way to my address. It is true I have
received invitations to banquets in aid of the institution and
have been asked to subscribe to the funds then raised.
My experience of other institutions of a somewhat similar

character has taught me that if we wish subscribers to take
an active personal interest in any institution we must show
that we take some interest in them, and it is in this particular
that I think we often fail in our medical charities. I have
been for some years professionally connected with a large
educational institution supported by one of the chief trades
of this country, and I have been much impressed by the
personal interest shown by the subscribers generally, an
interest warmly encouraged by the committee of manage-
ment, all of whom are trained men of business.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
May lbth, 1910. WELL-WISHER.

TUBERCULOSIS AND HEALTH RESORTS.
To thtJ Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-It has occurred to me that the majority of medical
men who send their patients to recoup at a health resort are
wholly unaware of the conditions of apartments, boarding
houses, or hotels their patients reside in.
Not many days ago, a patient sent down here to me by her

medical man complained that she had been to a health resort
nearer London, and that it had come to her knowledge that
the landlord of her lodgings there had chosen to live in that

particular town because he was suffering from phthisis. To
make matters worse, she assured me that the whole family,
consisting of six persons (adults and children) lived during
the time she was there in the kitchen, where everything
appertaining to cooking, &c., had to be done. This so

disgusted the lady in question that she removed here with
despatch.
Now it is a matter of common knowledge that in every

seaside and health resort in every part of the world con-
sumptives take up their residence with the object of recovery
or dragging on an existence, and making a living by letting

lodgings. Under the present circumstances it is impossible
for these invalids to be prevented from carrying out the
business of lodging-house keeper, and I suggest that there
should be some combination between medical men practising
in these health resorts and those who are likely to send
patients there.

In the meantime, let me further suggest that any medical
man wishing to send a patient to convalesce at any health
resort should, if he knows personally no medical man living
at that particular place, turn up the Medical Directory and
pick one doctor’s name out and write to him. No doubt the
medical man who receives such a request will be only too
pleased to reply. As regards Torquay itself, it is, compared


